Short Takes: An end-of-winter flowering of art, music and theater
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	Steve Mellon, Post-Gazette
"Square Nest" by Kathleen Kase Burk is part of "The grid (again)," presented by the Associated Artists of Pittsburgh.
Click photo for larger image. 


Arts & Entertainment writers offer capsule comments on this, that and the other thing ... 

The "Challenge Collaboration Series" exhibitions, presented by the Associated Artists of Pittsburgh at 707 Penn Ave., Downtown, have the excitement of a new one-act debuting in a black box theater. 

"The grid (again)" is the second of three shows being held in the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust space, an arrangement that was written into the sales agreement when the trust purchased AAP's 937 Liberty Ave. building. 

Curators Vicky A. Clark and Alex Smith have devised an exhibition idea that has already produced sparks and has the potential to be electric. It should be continued, at least annually, in this space or another. 

The currently exhibiting artists -- Kathleen Kase Burk, Alan Byrne and Nancy Kountz -- were selected because their work references, in some manner, a grid, a spatial contrivance that the curators have extended three-dimensionally into the gallery with limited success. 

Kountz's paintings are elegant and subtle, minimalist surfaces constructed with the care, and craft, of an icon. Burk's large graphite drawings, in contrast, are patterned -- almost obsessively detailed -- though no less painstakingly created. 

Byrne calls attention to perceptual variances by juxtaposing a variety of media within a composition, an intellectual exercise that would reward development. 

"Grid" continues through April 2. Gallery hours are noon to 8 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays and noon to 10 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Information: 724-327-0547. 
-- Review by Mary Thomas,
Post-Gazette art critic
